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Friends of Frsier for Congress (.

COMPLAINT
1.  Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington ("CREW™) and
Melanie Sloan bring this complaint before the Federal Election Commission ("FEC")
seeking an immediate investigation and enforcement action against
Bexjamin
Frauier, Je., Ben Frasier for Congross, Frisnds of Frasier for Congress,
for direct and serious violations of the
Federsl Election Campaign Act ("FECA").
Complginants
2.  Complainant CREW is a non-profit corporation, organized under section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. CREW is committed to protecting the right of
citizens to be informed about the activities of government officials and to ensuring the
integrity of government officials. CREW is dedicated to empowering citizens to have
en influential voice in government decisions and in the governmental decision-making
prooezs. CREW uses a combination of research, Etigation, and advocacy to advance its
mission.
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3.  In furtherance of its mission, CREW seeks to expose unethical and illegal
conduct of those involved in government. One way CREW does this is by educating
citizens regarding the integrity of the electoral process and our system of government.
TommmcmwmmhmﬁmmﬁofMRWMM
federul office and publicizes thoss who violate Bdesul campaign finame laws. Through
its welmite, press celoeses and ather sosiknds of disiriirstion, CREW. alux fikes insnyainings
with the FEG wher it discovera viciationg of the FECA. Pulllisizimg campaign finence
violasors and filing complaints with the FEC aerves CREW's mission of Lesping the
public informed abonut individuals and entities who violate campaign finance laws and
deterring future violations of campaign finance law.

4. In order to assess whether an individual, candidate, political committee or
other regulated entity is complying with federal campaign finance law, CREW needs
the information contained in receipts and disbursements reports that political committees
must file pussuant to the FECA, 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(2); 11 C.F.R § 104.1. CREW is
Mdhilwwﬁvmmmeﬂidﬂe.pdﬂid
committee ar othizr regulkntei entity fails to discloss mmpeign finance information in
repaats af receipis and disbussanssnts required by the FECA.

5. CREW relies on the FEC's proper admiaisteation of the FECA's reposting
requirements because the FECA-mandated reports of receipts and disbursements are the

_ only source of information CREW can use to determine if a candidate, political

committee or other regulated entity is complying with the FECA. The proper
sdministration of the FECA's reporting requirements includes mandating that all reports
of receipts and disbursements required by the FECA are properly and timely filed with
the FEC. CREW is hindered in its programmatic activity when the FEC fiils to properly
administer the FECA's reporting requirements.



10844281861

6.  Complainant Melanie Sloan is the executive director of Citizens for
Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, a citizen of the United States and a registered
voter and resident of the District of Columbia. As a registered voter, Ms. Sloan is
entitied to receive information contained in reports of receipts and disbursements
required by the FECA, 2 U.S.C. § #34(a)(2); 11 C.F.R. § 104.1. Ms. Slean is harmed
when & candidate, politieal committee or other regulated eatity fails to report
campaign finance activity as required by the FECA. Sea FEC v, Akins, 524 U.S. 11,
19 (1998), quoting Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 66-67 (1976) (political committees
must disclose contributors and disbursements to help voters understand who provides
which candidates with financial support). Ms. Sloan is further harmed when the FEC
fails to properly administer the FECA's reporting requirements, limiting her and
CREW's ability to review campaign finance information.

Respondents

9.  Benjamin Frasier, Jr. is a candidate secking to represent the First
Congressional District of South Carolina in the U.S, House of Representatives. Ben
Frasier for Congress is the principal campaign committee of Benjemin Frasier, Jr.
Friends of Frasier for Congress purposts t be a separdte suthorized commitive of
Benjamin Frasier, Jr.
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13. Benjamin Frasier, Jr. filed s Statement of Candidacy with the FEC on March

19, 2010. On his Statement of Candidacy form, Benjamin Frasier, Jr. designated Friends
of Frasier for Congress as an anthorized committee other than his principal campeign
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comumittee to receive and expend funds on behalf of his candidacy. See Exhibit 6. Ben
Frasier for Congress filed a Statement of Organization with the FEC on March 19, 2010.
See Exhibit 7. Benjamin Frasier, Jr. filed a Statement of Intention of Candidacy with the
South Carolina Democratic Paxty and paid the South Carolina Demozzatic Party a filing
fee of $3,840 on March 29, 2018. See Exhibit 8. Bétween May 17, XN 0 and June 8, 2010
Ben Frazier for Cangress pechased $5,500 in brogJcast advartising on WCSC in
Charlaston, South Caroling in connastion with the June 8, 2012 primary cleation in South
Carolina. See Exhibit9. Accordingly, Benjamin Frasier, Jr. and/or Ben Frasier for
Congress expended in excess of $5,000 secking election to Federal office.
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COUNT I
17.  FECA and FEC regulations both require that the principal campaign
committee of a candidate for the House of Representatives or the Senate file quarterly l
reports with the FEC no Iater then the fifteenth day after the last day of each calendar
quarter. 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(2)(A)ilf) and 11 CF.R. § 104.5(a)1)G).
' 18. By failingto file the April 15® Quarterly Report for calendar year 2010,

'Benjamin Frasier, Jr., Ben Frasier for Congress and/or Friends of Frasier for
Congress, knowingly and
willfully violated both 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(2)(AX(ii) and 11 C.FR. § 164.5(a)1)).

COUNT I

19.  FBCA and FEC regulations both require that the principal campaign
committee of a candidate for the House of Representatives or the Senate file a pre-
election report with the FEC 12 days before any election in which the candidate is
seeking election. 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(2)(A)(@) and 11 C.FR. § 104.5(a)(2)(i)-

20.  The 12-Day Pre-Primary Report for the June 8, 2010 Democratic primary
eleotion in South Carolina was due on May 27, 2010.

21. By hiling to file the 12-Day Pre-Primary Report for the June 8, 2010
Democratic primary election in South Carclina on May 27, 2010,
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 Benjamin Frasier,
Jr., Ben Frasier for Congress and/or Friends of Frasier for Congress, . _
' knowingly and willfully violated both 2 U.S.C.
§ 434(a)(2)(A)(@) and 11 CFR. § 104.5(a)(2)(i).

CONCLUSION
WHEREFORE, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington and
Melanis Sloan request that the Fedosal Blection Commission cenduct an .investigation
into these allegations, daclase the sospondents 0 have vinlated the Fedezn] Election
Campqgnmmappﬁuuemcmuhﬁom.mdimpmmcﬁmwmﬁ
these violations. The FEC should also take such further action as may be appropriate,
including refecring knowing and willful violations to the Department of Justice for
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Verification

Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington and Melanie Sloan hereby verify
that the statements made in the attached Complaint are, upon information and belief, true.
Swom pursuant to 18 1J.S.C. § 1001.

L]

Melanie Sloan

Swom to and subscribed before me this 15* day of June, 2010.

District of Columbia, Notary
My Commission Em“?.ubﬂc
July 31, 2014
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2010 DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
NOTICE OF CANDIDACY AND FLEDGE
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fhe primary eloction to be keld on Tueilxy, June 8, 2018.

( jnffiliate with flio Demoeratic Party, and I horebry pledge myself to abide by fhe results of the primary.
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X heroby affirm that I meet, or will meet by the thme of the general or special election, or as otherwise
required by law, fhe qualifieations for this effics.
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